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WRITING FOR CHILDREN COMPETITION 2012
Brief

This year’s competition theme is ‘Carrying the Flame’. 

Authors are invited to come up with the first 1000 words to a children’s book for any age group. This could be a picture book for very young children (in which case the word count will be well under 1000 words), or a complete short chapter book for first readers, or the first chapter to a book for older children. 
The theme to this year’s competition is inspired by the Olympics but the title can be interpreted in any way you wish. Think outside the box. What we would like to see is authors taking inspiration from the spirit of the Olympics and embracing the very diverse world in which we live. 
The exact targeting is up to you but what we would like, in addition to the manuscript, is for you to include a covering letter to an imaginary publisher. This should include a one sentence description of your story and where you see it fitting in the marketplace, but should not include a synopsis.
There are no rules on presentation except to say that your competition entry must reach us in exactly the same state as it would if you, yourself, were sending it out to a real publisher. Should you include a covering approach letter to an imaginary publisher this will not be included as part of your word count – although please keep it to one side of A4 only!

Even though texts for the younger age group are likely to be illustrated, we ask that authors do not submit illustrations. If you are submitting a picture book text you may include descriptions of illustrations but these will be included as part of the maximum 1000 word count. 
This year, unlike other years, we are also looking for authors we could take onto our own publishing programme - Wacky Books – likely to be launched some time in 2012.

Conditions of Entry

· Entrants must follow the official competition ‘brief’

· Entries must be accompanied by the form below with a £5 entry fee

· The competition is open to all ages

· Entrants must be previously unpublished in the children’s publishing field.
· Entries will not be returned & results will be announced by email only 

· Closing date is 31st August 2012
Prizes

· 1st Prize:- 
£100.00
Signed copy of How to Write for Children & Get Published

Free professional editorial & marketing assessment of entry

The chance to have your work submitted to a mainstream publisher, and two agents, for consideration *
The runner-up will receive a signed copy of How to Write for Children & Get Published plus a free professional editorial & marketing assessment of their entry.

All entrants will be offered the chance to have their work critiqued at a reduced rate.
*this is dependent on the quality of the work submitted.
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
Entry Form
(Please complete and return with your entry to 
The Writers’ Advice Centre, 16 Smiths Yard, London SW18 4HR)

Name……………………………………………………………………………………

Address…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………Post Code……………………….

Telephone………………………….Email(please write clearly)…………………..

Manuscript Title……………………………………………………………………….

Word Count*…………………Age Group…………………………………………...

I enclose a £5 entry fee (cheques to The Writers’ Advice Centre) and agree to abide by the conditions of entry.

Signed……………………………………………………………..Date………………
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